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NEWSLETTER 

District Director’s Message   

The following is information regarding District and Club events that has previously 
been provided in our Newsletter to clubs, issued  13 March 2020 and the COVID-19 
virus update issued to all members on Monday 16 March 2020, with updates. 
Information addressed to clubs should be shared with all members. 
 
Future information updates relative to COVID-19 will be made available on the 
District website. 
Refer https://d112tm.org.nz/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 
All information supplied is subject to change.  
 

 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

Toastmasters empowers us to be able to be flexible and to cope with change.  It is in 
difficult times such as these that we may draw on these skills learned. 
 
With regards to meeting and events, the requirements of the New Zealand 
Government take precedence.  Currently the NZ Government has required that there 
be no face-to-face meetings of more than 100 people.  Consequently, many events 
throughout New Zealand have been cancelled. 
 
Our next order of precedence in terms of planned activities is directive requirements 
from Toastmasters International.   

Our International President, Deepak Menon and CEO, Dan Rex, has advised that due 
to the risks associated with the coronavirus, to protect our members, Area, Division 
and District Contests may only take place online. 
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Division and District Contests (before 30 June) 

Some of the Division and District Contests will be conducted online or postponed.  Details to follow once our Division 
Directors have conferred with our contestants and our District Executive have voted.  

The Table Topics, Evaluation, Humorous Speech and International Speech Contests may be conducted online and 
/ or postponed.  In support of our Division contestants and contest officials, your Trio Representatives will join our 
Division Directors and Chief Judges in person to help with the online contests. Online training sessions are being offered 
for our Contestants, Contest Chairs, Chief Judges, Judges. 

Some Division Contests, other than the International Speech Contests, may be held after 30th June 2020 (details 
to follow) 

• When and if the situation has improved, we anticipate holding Table Topics and Evaluation Contests, in 
conjunction with a District Awards evening. 

• The District requirements of the May District 112 Conference will be accomplished online. 

• Decisions related to contests will be ratified by the District Executive Committee. 

District Conference (FOCUS 2020) 

We wish to advise that the District Conference (1 – 3 May) which 
was going to be held in Napier is now cancelled. Instead, District 
meetings and any contests will be conducted online.  FOCUS 2020 
District Conference refunds will be processed during April.  Please 
check your Travel insurance policy to see whether your flight 
cancellation is covered.  If your flight cancellation is not covered, 
please urgently send Program Quality Director, Sharon Kerr-Phillips, 
details of flights booked to Napier.  While there are no guarantees, 
we will endeavour to achieve the best possible outcome with your 
airline carrier. 
If you have booked accommodation, you will need to cancel or 
postpone it.  
 
Holding Club meetings Online  
 
Many members are concerned that club meetings may expose them to coronavirus.  For clubs that continue to meet at 
their normal venues then there are some health practices that need to be in place.   

 
• Any member showing cold or flu-like symptoms should not be attending meetings. Refer to Health Department 

recommendations here, particularly information related to at-risk groups: 
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-novel-
coronavirus-information-specific-audiences/covid-19-advice-public-events-and-mass-gatherings 
 

• Some clubs have decided to invoke a policy of handshake change replacing it with, for instance, a close meeting 
of clenched fists (not as bad as it sounds!) or even the ‘wing’ shake (elbows).   There are other options. 

 

• Make alcohol-based sanitiser or wipes available at meetings.  
 

• We would not suggest attending meetings wearing a mask. Masks’ best purpose is for ill people to prevent spread 
of their germs. Therefore, anyone using a mask is likely to make others very nervous.  

 
 
It is important to keep abreast of developments in this area and for club executives to consider what decisions are 
required that are in the best interests of their members. The District will make every effort to provide guidance. 
 
Toastmasters International has provided a dispensation such that all clubs may meet online.  Has your club considered 
the option of having their club meetings online?   Some guests may find it easier to first join and become a member of 
Toastmasters through online meetings to build their confidence before walking into a meeting.  
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Online meetings also enable those whom do not live near your club to join, and also ease travel concerns as you can join 
from home, also you can join while self-isolating and avoiding activities which bring you into contact with others.   

We encourage clubs to allow members to join online, inviting guests and potential new members to take part online too. 
Clubs may want to look at online tools such as Skype (allows 50 people to join), Google hangout (allows 25 people to 
join), Goto Meeting, and there is also Zoom which is free for 45 minutes. 

The District will examine further how it can support clubs in accomplishing online meetings, particularly with regard to 
access to software.   

Zoom  

At the recent Club Officer Training sessions some training was provided on the use of Zoom.  Our last District Newsletter 
included a link to a video on how to use Zoom. Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any difficulties 
accessing this video or require more information. 

Extension of Club Payments 

In an email from Toastmasters International, to all club officers, received 19 March 2020, it was detailed that clubs had an 
extension of time to pay club dues.  This extension is to 30 April 2020.   Please refer to the Toastmaster International 
email for further information. 

Self-Isolating and Traditional Awards 

It is appreciated that this is a difficult time for us all.  Some of you may currently be self-isolating.  Let us rally together to 
support each other as much as we can.  Pathways includes a Level 4 project called Manage Online Meetings.  It is 
worthwhile looking at this project. 

If you are self-isolating, this is an excellent opportunity to maintain your social contact and further develop your skills by 
joining an online meeting where possible. Should you envisage difficulties completing your traditional program award, as a 
result of changes you may require, please email Program Quality Director, Sharon Kerr-Phillips to work on solutions with 
you.  We are here to assist you.  

Further Information  

To be able to respond to any queries as quickly as possible, please contact us on d112trio@toastmasters.org.nz 

For regular updates from Toastmasters International, please refer to the Toastmasters International website.  

Additional information relevant to District 112 will be available on the District 112 website.  
Refer https://d112tm.org.nz/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

  

Kind Regards  

Neil Stichbury DTM  
District Director  

Mob: 027 527 4913  
Email 
D112director@toastmasters.org.nz 

Sharon Kerr-Phillips, DTM 

Program Quality Director  

Mob:   +64 210 599 897  

Email: 
D112program@toastmasters.org.nz 

 

Stephen Budai DTM       

Club Growth Director – District 112 

Mob:   0275 854 084                 

Email: 
D112growth@toastmasters.org.nz   
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